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Interpretation of the spread of Christianity in Africa from the perspective

of the history of the relationship between Christianity and African religions

GUO Jia
( Institute of West Asian & African Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: From the perspective of the history of the relationship between Christianity and African reli—
gions the spread of Christianity in Africa can be divided into four stages: the first stage is from the second half
of the first century to the middle of the seventh century when Christianity spread to North Africa and the Horn
of Africa. It temporarily contacted with African religions but mutually exclusive and then it was gradually
replaced by Islam. The second stage is from the mid-15th century to the mid-18th century when Christianity
and African traditional religions began to come into direct but superficial contact. The lives of Africans were
still deeply influenced by traditional religions. The third stage is from the 19th century to the 1960s. Relying on
colonial expansion and the inclusiveness of African traditional religions Christianity has developed rapidly. In—
dependent churches integrated Christianity and African traditional religions but the worldview of traditional re—
ligions still existed among African Christians. The fourth stage spans from the independence of African coun—
tries until now. Christianity and African traditional religions faced the challenge of establishing a dialogue
between the two faiths.
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