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Russia’ s Diplomatic Strategy towards Israel And Its Future Trend
WANG Qiong

( Institute of West Asia and Africa Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100075 China)
Abstract: With the shrinkage of the United States from the Middle East both Russia and Israel are seeking to expand their
diplomatic space. Firstly Russia cannot upend the special relationship between America and Israel at present but by actively
cooperating with Israel he can prevent this country from interfering with his geopolitical interests in Syria and Iran. Russia wants
Israel not to follow Western sanctions and to exchange intelligence on extremist groups with him. Besides Russia is the only
country in the Middle East that can maintain contact with all main forces. Secondly if Israel can maintain effective communica—
tion and cooperation with Russia and interfere with Iran and other countries’ acquisition of advanced equipment from Russia
there will be a favorable security environment for Israel. In a word the two countries have defensive motives for increasing coop—
eration. Apart from geographic interests they have broad space for cooperation around historical memory. The “cultural platform
and safety performance” mode of high — level interaction will remain the most important stabilizing mechanism of bilateral rela—
tions. However as the war situation in Syria evolves there is still a risk of friction between the two sides in the future. And with
the right turn of the United States and Israel and the promulgation of the “deal of the century” it is difficult for Russia to make
a new breakthrough in its participation in mediation between Palestine and Israel.

Key words: Israel; Russia; diplomatic strategy; Syria; Iran

50



